
POLITICS
It's certainly possible to 

respond to peak oil, climate change 
and vanishing prosperity in a political 
manner. Numerous ways exist to 
influence public policy - single-issue 
protests, lobbying campaigns, 
political action committees, political 
parties and independent campaigns.

Transition Towns is not a 
political group. It is a network of local 
organizations. Insofar as possible, the 
network and the local organizations 
in it stay away from political disputes 
and campaigns.

Individuals participating in 
Transition Towns can be involved in 
politics at any level. Others may think 
politics a complete waste of time. We 
welcome members without regard to 
their participation in political groups.

We don't want Transition 
Ferndale to promote local or racial 
chauvinism. We do support equal 
rights for every human being. 

We are not opposed to saving 
whales, polar bears or the Amazon 
rain forest. These things can't be 
done within the local community, and 
the Transition Towns movement is 
focused on local actions that build 
local resources and resilience. 

LOCAL FOOD
Supermarket food isn't always 

available and when available, it isn't 
always affordable. What you can 
afford when you have a job is not the 
same as what you can afford if you 
are depending on food stamps, and if 
an emergency of any sort makes food 
stamps useless, you can have an 
immediate problem.   

Alternatives that don't depend 

on the globalized economy include 
backyard gardens, community 
gardens, urban livestock, and 
community supported agriculture.

There are many methods for 
home food preservation in addition to 
canning. All lead to a well-stocked 
pantry. A rain water storage system 
allows you to water your garden 
without paying the city water and 
sewer system. Adding a suitable filter 
gives you drinking water when the 
city water system fails.

We're interested in the whole 
concept of individual and community 
preparation for the possible failures 
of business as usual.

USING LESS ENERGY
In one way of looking at it, 

America has already embarked upon 
an aggressive conservation policy. 
Wealth is concentrated into the  
hands a small percentage of 
consumers. Wages are reduced, 
uncertain or completely gone for 
most of us, while prices on food and 
fuel are increasing. We are forced to 
conserve.

Luckily, it's possible for most 
of us to use much less energy 
without a lowered quality of life: 
better home insulation, more efficient 
HVAC equipment and appliances, and 
adjusting the thermostat for the 
season; more efficient cars, less 
driving, more ride sharing, biking and 
walking; encouraging development of 
public transportation and walkable 
neighborhoods.

In addition to conservation, 
there's locally produced energy. 
Biofuel (and soap) can be produced 
from waste cooking oil. Generators 

can at least temporarily fill in for 
failures of the electrical grid. Solar 
panels and wind turbines, though 
intermittent, can provide electrical 
power for decades. Exercise bikes, 
now designed to waste energy, could 
be reworked to generate it.

Transition Ferndale is 
interested in both saving energy and 
generating it locally. Practical projects 
along these lines will be applauded 
and supported.

COMMUNITY
We're lucky to be in a 

community that has a lot of activity 
compatible with the goals of the 
Transition Towns movement. We don't 
want to take over these activities, or 
claim credit for them. We do want to 
support them, and to fill in the gaps 
where we see gaps.

The Ferndale Time Bank 
(www.ferndaletimebank.org) was 
established before Transition Ferndale 
was started. It's a good example of 
the kind of community-building effort 
we support. No gap there. 

To make a more resilient 
community, we could work on gaps in 
public transportation. We could turn 
open land into new community 
gardens. We could help prepare local 
institutions to cope with emergencies. 
We are looking for practical plans to 
use local resources when peak oil and 
climate change combine to limit and 
reverse economic growth.

We will discuss issues as we 
see them. We want to bring together 
everyone in the community who also 
sees these issues. We hope the 
process is inclusive, imaginative, 
practical and fun.

http://www.ferndaletimebank.org/


CONCERNS
Peak oil means the supply of 

oil can't increase just because the 
demand for oil increases. Instead, the 
price increases until “excess demand 
is destroyed” (as an economist might 
say). If you can't afford to buy gas 
for your car, then your demand has 
been destroyed.

Resource depletion in general 
and peak oil in particular add up to 
an ongoing problem for economic 
prosperity. Degradation of the 
environment, especially climate 
change, makes the problem acute. 

We've seen economic failures 
already, with no convincing solutions 
on the horizon. No political agenda 
will restore business as usual, 
because we can't unburn fossil fuels 
already consumed, and our cars 
won't go without gas in the tank, no 
matter how scarce and expensive the 
gas becomes.

When the necessities of life 
become hard to afford, the economy 
is failing. We've seen a lot of this, 
too. Cheap energy and food were 
normal for the last century, but will 
not be normal for this one.

We need to adapt to 
progressively less fossil fuel energy 
being available. Because industrial 
agriculture is so entirely dependent 
on fossil fuels, the price and 
availability of supermarket food goes 
in lock step with fossil fuels. We need 
to adapt to less packaged food being 
available as well. 

Mapping out that adaptation, 
and then following the map, is the 
purpose of the Transition Town 
movement. 

MEETINGS
So far, we are having regular 

working meetings in the evening on 
the first Thursday of the month. 
These start with a pot luck at 6:30 
pm, and continue for a couple of 
hours. There are also video & 
discussion meetings in the library 
starting at 7:00 pm on the third 
Thursday. Anyone interested is 
welcome at either meeting.

Please regularly check 
transitionferndale.wordpress.com

(especially the calendar) for details. 
The times and places might change, 
and additional events may be added. 
The calendar is for events in Oakland 
County, not just for Ferndale, so 
check location details.

Transition Ferndale is a young 
organization, even though some of 
the people in it have a liberal dose of 
gray hair. The Transition Towns 
movement was born a few years ago 
in Ireland and England. There aren't 
a lot of Transition Towns in the USA 
yet (2011). Of course, we hope that 
every town can become a Transition 
Town. 

Ferndale is an early test for 
what can be done in this country. As 
we get more organized, we may well 
develop specific working groups that 
need more effort than than a monthly 
meeting. 

Anyone interested in starting a 
food co-op, for instance? We're open 
to ideas. Come to a meeting to 
discuss it, or write a comment on the 
wordpress blog.

To be added to our e-mail 
announcements list, send a note to
transitiontowns.oakland@ gmail.com

Transition
Ferndale

We're concerned about
Peak Oil

(resource depletion)
Climate Change

(environmental degradation)
and a Failing Economy
(no explanation required)

We support
Local Food Production
Reduced Energy Use

and a Resilient Community

transitionferndale.wordpress.com
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